
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE WEST DES MOINES WATER WORKS 

December 6, 2021 
 

The special meeting of The Board of Trustees of the West Des Moines Water Works 
was called to order by Chair Scott Brennan at 4:00 PM on Monday, December 6, 2021. 
The meeting was held at the West Des Moines Water Works, 1505 Railroad Avenue, 
A.C. Ward Water Treatment Plant Conference Room. All Trustees, Jody Smith, Scott 
Brennan, Gretchen Tegeler, Mary Thomsen, and Erin Sheriff were present. Also present 
were staff members Christina Murphy, General Manager; Josh Heggen, Business 
Relations Manager; Pat Mullenbach, Finance Manager and Treasurer; William Mabuce, 
Engineering Project Manager and Mark Hanasz, Water Distribution Manager (by 
phone). The City of West Des Moines’ City Manager, Tom Hadden and Deputy City 
Manager, Jamie Letzring, attended (by phone) on behalf of the West Des Moines City 
Council as liaisons to the Board.  
 
Matt Stoffel from PFM was present as was Matt O’Hollearn from Brick Gentry Law Firm. 
 

Moved by Thomsen, seconded by Tegeler that the agenda be approved. 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion approved. 
 
The following came forward during the Citizen Forum:  
 

Brian Rickert, 4342 Oakwood Lane, indicated he had concerns that the agenda for 
the workshop was not posted until the Monday before the workshop.   He 
expressed concerns that we are not seeking public input first before deciding and 
that trying to take public input around the holidays when others are busy is not 
ideal.   He expressed that he didn’t understand why a resolution is needed since 
one was signed a number of years ago.   He also stated that he believes there 
should be a public vote and other options should be explored more fully. 

 
Larry Anderson,3109 Meadow Lane, indicated he was concerned the arrangement 
would not benefit the citizens of West Des Moines.   He recommended that the 
Board consider other options.   He indicated that the citizens of West Des Moines 
should vote on the decision and it should not be the decision of the Trustees. 

 
Julie Stauch, 4712 Westwood Drive, indicated that she was concerned about how 
this would build trust.   She added that she desired for the Trustees to commit to all 
meetings in the future be done and the open and that the rate payers should get a 
public vote.   She indicated that she had sent a letter to the Trustees requesting the 
answer to five questions related to options considered and the pros/cons for them, 
how the alternatives meet source water goals, which community has the greatest 
risk and why, what happens when all communities water to do their infrastructure at 
the same time and how much capital is each community bringing to the effort.  

 
The Chair announced that this is the time and place fixed for a public hearing on the 
matter of the Budget for Calendar Year 2022. The Secretary reported that the Notice of 
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Public Hearing was published in The Des Moines Register on Tuesday, November 23, 
2021, and the affidavit of publication is available to file with The Board of Trustees. The 
Chair called for any oral objections to the Budget for Calendar Year 2022. No oral 
objections were offered and the Secretary reported that no written objections thereto 
had been filed. Hearing no further comments, the Chair declared the public hearing 
closed. 
 
Moved by Thomsen, seconded by Tegeler that the resolution entitled “Adopting a 
Budget for Calendar Year 2022” be adopted.  
Roll call:  All yes. Resolution adopted.  
 

Moved by Smith, seconded by Sheriff to concur with the recommendation of the 
Planning and Regionalization Committee that the motion entitled “Receive and File 
Capital Project Plan Update” be approved. 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion approved. 
 
Moved by Tegeler, seconded by Smith to concur with staff that the resolution entitled 
“Ordering Construction of Certain Public improvements and Fixing the Date, Time and 
Place for a Public Hearing Thereon and for Taking Bids Therefore” be approved. 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion approved. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Sheriff to enter into Closed Session pursuant to Iowa 
Code Section 21.5(c). 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion approved. 
 
Entered into closed session at 5:10 PM. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Sheriff to adjourn Closed Session. 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion approved. 
 
Closed session was adjourned at 5:52 PM. 
 
Moved by Thomsen, seconded by Tegeler to adjourn at 6:00 PM. 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion approved. 
 

      
Scott Brennan 
Chair 

 
Attest:  

 
      
Christina Murphy  
Secretary 
 
These Minutes are a draft. If corrections or additions are made the corrected minutes will be 
published after approval at the December 15, 2021 meeting. 


